In November 1863, eighteen year old David Bachrach
traveled by horse and buggy from Baltimore to
Gettysburg. The journey took one and a half days and
his assignment seemed routine. He was hired by
Harper's Bazaar to photograph President Lincoln
delivering the Gettysburg address. The speech took
less than five minutes and Bachrach made only one
exposure. At the time, he felt that it wasn’t much of a
speech, but it became a defining moment for Bachrach
and the history of the United States.
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Crowd at Gettysburg 1863

Five years later, David Bachrach opened his first
photography studio in Baltimore, Maryland.
Photography was in its infancy. You couldn’t even
buy film in those days. He had to make his own glass-
plate negatives. He depended on skylights for
illumination and without electric lights it was
impossible to make enlargements.
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David Bachrach ( standing second from lefi) with his
wife and various family members, 1873

David Bachrach
He often lectured at photographers conventions and
also wrote in the early photographic journals. In one
of those articles, he defined what a portrait should be:
“What is wanted are good, every-day likenesses—not
stiff, conventional photographic portraits, but easy,
natural poses, bringing out the natural expressions
and character, artistic lighting, and modeling to give
refinement—the kind of pictures people like to have of
those that are dead and gone.”

Theodore Roosevelt in Rough Rider uniform 1895

During his lifetime there were many changes: Kodak
began manufacturing consistent film, the advent of
electric lighting revolutionized printing and cameras
became more precise with faster shutter speeds and
finer lenses. All of these changes made it easier to get
consistent results.
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His son, Louis Fabian Bachrach took over the
business in the 1920s. Louis Fabian Bachrach had
two major strengths: first, he studied art and tried to
apply the basic principles of portrait painting into
photography. He particularly admired John Singer
Sargent, Sir Joshua Reynolds, John Singleton Copley
and Thomas Gainsborough.

Secondly, he was an astute businessman and was able
to grow the business into a national force. Louis was
passionately interested in promotion. He had a knack
for advertising and marketing.

To these he added an unusual mix of successful
people; authors - Sinclair Lewis and T.S. Eliot,
business leaders - Henry Ford, George Eastman and
Thomas Edison and military leaders - Admiral
William Sims, George Marshall and John Pershing.
He even managed to get portraits of aviators - Amelia
Earhart and Charles Lindbergh, physicist - Albert
Einstein and Arctic explorer - Richard Byrd.

He particularly admired Eleanor Roosevelt. When she
became First Lady, he wrote to her and persuaded her
to let him photograph her in the White House. She
graciously agreed to sit and these portraits were
among her favorites,















